[The first homotopic fetal homograft of the striatum in the treatment of Huntington's disease].
Fetal brain grafting has been used successfully in the restoration of striatal function in rat and non human primate models of Huntington's disease (HD). This is a report of the first clinical trial of this procedure applied to a 37 year old Mexican female with moderate to severe HD of 9 years evolution. The two striata from a 13 week-old human fetus were homotopically transplanted to 4 cavities in the ventricular wall of the right caudate nucleus. The months after surgery, her neurologic and neuropsychologic evaluations revealed the stabilization of many of her signs and most neuropsychologic parameters, a moderate improvement of her choreic movements, predominantly in the face, of her ability to define and express ideas in oral and written form, and of her articulatory agility, as well as of some activities of her daily life and social behavior. There was a slight deterioration of her gait and posture. Her saccadic system and optokinetic nystagmus, and her visuospatial and visuoperceptual functions were deteriorated.